
Short tenures of High Court Chief Justices limit the scope for institutional innovation 

and reform”. Analyze the reasons for this trend and suggest measures to address it. 

 

Short tenures of High Court Chief Justices indeed pose significant challenges to institutional 

innovation and reform. Here are some reasons for this trend and potential measures to address 

it: 

Reasons for Short Tenures 

1. Retirement Age: High Court judges in India retire at 62, which limits the time they 

can serve as Chief Justices. 

2. Delayed Appointments: Delays in appointing Chief Justices mean they have less 

time to make an impact. 

3. Frequent Transfers: Chief Justices are often transferred between different High 

Courts, disrupting continuity. 

4. Seniority-Based Norms: The seniority system can lead to short tenures as judges are 

promoted quickly. 

Measures to Address Short Tenures 

1. Increase Retirement Age: Raising the retirement age for High Court judges could 

provide longer tenures. 

2. Mandatory Minimum Tenures: Implementing a minimum tenure for Chief Justices 

could ensure they have enough time to implement reforms. 

3. Streamline Appointments: Reducing delays in the appointment process would allow 

Chief Justices to start their tenure earlier. 

4. Reform Transfer Policies: Minimizing frequent transfers could help maintain 

continuity and stability. 

By addressing these issues, the judiciary can ensure more stable and effective leadership, 

fostering an environment conducive to meaningful reforms and innovation. 
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Analyze the significance of the India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA) in enhancing bilateral trade and addressing strategic concerns in 

the Indo-Pacific region.  

 

The India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) is a 

significant step towards enhancing bilateral trade and addressing strategic concerns in the 

Indo-Pacific region. Here's an analysis of its significance: 

Enhancing Bilateral Trade 

1. Market Access: CECA aims to provide greater market access for goods and services 

between India and Australia. This includes reducing tariffs and non-tariff barriers, 

which can boost trade volumes3. 

2. Trade in Services: The agreement covers trade in services, which can open up new 

opportunities in sectors like IT, healthcare, and education. 

3. Agricultural Cooperation: CECA includes provisions for agricultural technology 

cooperation, which can benefit both countries by improving productivity and 

sustainability. 

4. Supply Chain Resilience: The agreement emphasizes supply chain resilience, which 

is crucial for ensuring stable trade relations, especially in times of global disruptions. 

Addressing Strategic Concerns 

1. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework: CECA aligns with the Indo-Pacific Economic 

Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), which aims to promote economic growth and 

stability in the region. 

2. Strategic Partnership: The agreement strengthens the strategic partnership between 

India and Australia, fostering collaboration on regional security and economic issues. 

3. Regional Stability: By enhancing economic ties, CECA contributes to regional 

stability and reduces the risk of economic conflicts in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Overall, the CECA is a comprehensive agreement that not only boosts bilateral trade but also 

addresses broader strategic concerns, promoting a stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. 
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